




Croissant
A French pastry in a crescent shape made from a laminated 

yeast dough similar to puff pastry. It is a buttery, �aky pastry 
named for their historical crescent shape. The dough is layered 
with butter, rolled and folded several times in succession, then 
rolled into a thin sheet, in a technique called laminating. The 
process results in a layered, �aky texture, similar to a puff 

pastry.

Mariachi
A small, strolling Mexican band consisting usually of 

trumpeters, guitarists, and violinists. Mariachi typically play 
ranchera, the regional Mexican music dating back to at least 

the 18th century.

Carlota of Belgium
The wife of Emperor Maximilian I and Empress of Mexico. She 
was a Belgian princess who played a signi�cant role in trying 
to maintain the French-backed empire, though she eventually 

returned to Europe in despair after the fall of the empire.

Did You Know...
… the U.S. Congress recognized Cinco de Mayo in 2005?

The House of Representatives passed a resolution encouraging 

Americans to celebrate with cultural events.

… Cinco de Mayo became increasingly popular in the U.S. 

during the 1960s?

The Chicano Movement embraced it as a way for Mexican-Americans 

to celebrate their cultural pride and heritage.

… the �rst Cinco de Mayo celebration in Austin took place in 

Republic Square?

It was organized by Lino Torres and Emile Tarratas in 1886.

… the French history of the mirrors in the Driskill Hotel?

In 1930, the hotel created the Maximilian Room, named after Emperor 

Maximilian of Mexico and honoring his wife, Empress Carlotta. Inside 

are eight mirrors from Maximilian to her, all ornately detailed with 

miniature busts of Carlotta on top.

La Fête de Cinco de Mayo Coloring Activity

To learn more about the 
Mexican & French history
behind Cinco de Mayo,
visit Mexic-Arte Museum’s
educational webpage here:
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