DID YoV KNOW...

... Cinco de Mayo is not Mexico’s Independence Day?
Mexico’s actual Independence Day is September 16th, yet celebrations begin the night before

with “El Grito,” a reenactment of Miguel Hidalgo’s 1810 call to arms against Spain.

... Cinco de Mayo commemorates the Battle of Puebla?
On May 5, 1862, outnumbered Mexican forces defeated the French army in the city of
Puebla.

... France had the world’s most powerful army at the time?
The French military hadn’t lost a battle in nearly 50 years, making the Mexican victory even

more shocking.

... the Battle of Puebla didn’t end the war?
A year later, French forces captured Mexico City and placed Archduke Maximilian of Austria

on the throne as Emperor of Mexico.

... Paseo de la Reforma, a main street in Mexico City, was built for Empress Carlota?
The famous Mexico City boulevard was constructed so she could watch Emperor Maximilian

return from the National Palace.

... General Ignacio Zaragoza, who led the Mexican army to victory at Puebla, was born
just a few miles from Austin?

He was born in what is now Goliad, Texas, back when it was still part of Mexico.

... the French history of the mirrors in the Driskill Hotel?
In 1930, the hotel created the Maximilian Room, named after Emperor Maximilian of Mexico
and honoring his wife, Empress Carlotta. Inside are eight mirrors from Ferdinand to her, all

ornately detailed with miniature busts of Carlotta on top.

DID YoV KNOW...

... Cinco de Mayo is not Mexico’s Independence Day?
Mexico’s actual Independence Day is September 16th, yet celebrations begin the night before

with “El Grito,” a reenactment of Miguel Hidalgo’s 1810 call to arms against Spain.

... Cinco de Mayo commemorates the Battle of Puebla?
On May 5, 1862, outnumbered Mexican forces defeated the French army in the city of
Puebla.

... France had the world’s most powerful army at the time?
The French military hadn’t lost a battle in nearly 50 years, making the Mexican victory even

more shocking.

... the Battle of Puebla didn’t end the war?
A year later, French forces captured Mexico City and placed Archduke Maximilian of Austria

on the throne as Emperor of Mexico.

... Paseo de la Reforma, a main street in Mexico City, was built for Empress Carlota?
The famous Mexico City boulevard was constructed so she could watch Emperor Maximilian

return from the National Palace.

... General Ignacio Zaragoza, who led the Mexican army to victory at Puebla, was born
just a few miles from Austin?

He was born in what is now Goliad, Texas, back when it was still part of Mexico.

... the French history of the mirrors in the Driskill Hotel?
In 1930, the hotel created the Maximilian Room, named after Emperor Maximilian of Mexico
and honoring his wife, Empress Carlotta. Inside are eight mirrors from Ferdinand to her, all

ornately detailed with miniature busts of Carlotta on top.



DId YoV KNow...

... conchas were originally French?
This popular Mexican pastry was inspired by French baking, blending local flavors with

European technique.

... the national dish for this holiday is Mole Poblano?
Mole poblano is considered the traditional Cinco de Mayo dish because it's a dish with deep
roots in the city of Puebla, where the Battle of Puebla took place, the event commemorated by

Cinco de Mayo.

... “La Paloma” is one of the world’s most recorded songs?

Though often associated with Mexican culture, this ballad gained prominence in Mexico
during the reign of Emperor Maximilian and Empress Carlota. Over time, ‘La Paloma’
became woven into the cultural fabric of Mexico and was embraced worldwide, covered by

hundreds of artists in multiple languages.

... the U.S. Congress recognized Cinco de Mayo in 2005?
The House of Representatives passed a resolution encouraging Americans to celebrate with

cultural events.

... Cinco de Mayo became increasingly popular in the U.S. during the 1960s?
The Chicano Movement embraced it as a way for Mexican-Americans to celebrate their

cultural pride and heritage.

... the first Cinco de Mayo celebration in Austin took place in Republic Square?

It was organized by Lino Torres and Emile Tarratas in 1886.

... one of Austin’s oldest houses has French roots?
The French Legation opened in 1841 as a home and diplomatic outpost for the French
chargé d’affaires to the Republic of Texas, Alphonse Dubois, after France recognized the

Republic of Texas as a sovereign nation.
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ES5ABIAS QUVE...?

...el cinco de Mayo no es el dia de l1a independencia Mexicana?
El dia actual de la independencia Mexicana es el 16 de Septiembre, aunque las celebraciones
comienzan la noche anterior con “El grito”, una recreacion del llamado a las armas de Miguel

Hidalgo en 1810 contra Espafia.

...el cinco de mayo conmemora la Batalla de Puebla?
El 5 de mayo de 1862, las fuerzas mexicanas, superadas en cantidad, derrotaron al ejército

francés en la ciudad de Puebla.

...Francia tenia el ejército mas poderoso del mundo en ese momento?
El ejército francés no habia perdido una batalla en casi 50 afios, lo que hizo que la victoria

mexicana fuera ain mas impactante.

...la Batalla de Puebla no puso fin a la guerra?
Un afo después, las fuerzas francesas capturaron la Ciudad de México y colocaron al

Archiduque Maximiliano de Austria en el trono como emperador de México.

...Paseo de la Reforma, una calle principal de la Ciudad de México, fue construido para
la emperatriz Carlota?
El famoso bulevar de la Ciudad de México se construyd para que ella pudiera ver regresar al

emperador Maximiliano desde el Palacio Nacional.

...El general Ignacio Zaragoza, quien dirigié al ejército mexicano al triunfo en Puebla,
nacio6 a pocos kilometros de Austin?

Nacio en lo que hoy es Goliad, Texas, cuando atin formaba parte de México.

... sobre la historia francesa en los espejos del Hotel Driskill?
En 1930, el hotel Driskill cre6 la Sala Maximiliano, nombrada en honor al emperador
Maximiliano de México y a su esposa, la emperatriz Carlota. En su interior hay ocho espejos,

todos con detalles ornamentales y bustos en miniatura de Carlota en la parte superior.
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CSABIAS QVE...?

...las conchas eran originalmente francesas?
Este pan mexicano popular se inspird en la reposteria francesa, fusionando sabores locales con

técnicas europeas.

...El platillo nacional de esta festividad es el mole poblano?
El mole poblano se considera el platillo tradicional del Cinco de Mayo por sus profundas
raices en la ciudad de Puebla, donde tuvo lugar la Batalla de Puebla, evento que se

conmemora el Cinco de Mayo.

...“La Paloma” es una de las canciones mas grabadas del mundo?

Aungque se asocia con la cultura mexicana, esta balada cobroé prominencia en México durante
el reinado del emperador Maximiliano y la emperatriz Carlota. Con el tiempo, “La Paloma” se
integré al tejido cultural de México y fue acogida en todo el mundo, con versiones de cientos

de artistas en varios idiomas.

...el Congreso de los Estados Unidos reconocio el Cinco de Mayo en 2005?
La Camara de Representantes aprob6 una resolucion que anima a los estadounidenses a

celebrar con eventos culturales.

...El Cinco de Mayo se hizo cada vez mas popular en Estados Unidos durante la década
de 1960?
El Movimiento Chicano lo adopté como una forma de que los mexicano-estadounidenses

celebran su orgullo y herencia cultural.

...la primera celebracién del Cinco de Mayo en Austin tuvo lugar en el Parque de
Republic Square?

Fue organizado por Lino Torres y Emile Tarratas en 1886.

...una de las casas mas antiguas de Austin tiene raices francesas?
La Legacion Francesa abri6 sus puertas en 1841 como sede y puesto diplomatico del
encargado de negocios francés en la Republica de Texas, Alphonse Dubois, después de que

Francia reconociera a la Republica de Texas como nacion soberana.
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