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-In 1862, over 6,000 French troops landed at Veracruz intending to capture the capital of Mexico City.  
-On May 5th 1862, near the city of Puebla, the outnumbered Mexican Army held their ground defending two forts (Guadalupe and Loreto), resulting 
in over 500 French deaths and a retreat.  
-The Mexican victory at Puebla against a much better equipped and larger French army provided a significant morale boost to the Mexican Army 
and also helped slow the French Army’s advance to Mexico City. 
-One of the first battles to be telegraphed not only domestically in “real time” but even going so far as the United States.  
-Zaragoza’s success at the Battle of Puebla represented a great symbolic victory for the Mexican government and bolstered the resistance 
movement.  
-An important significance of the Battle of Puebla is that up until this point in history there had been no official National Mexican Army.  
- The army that defeated the French at Puebla was made up of volunteer brigades from different Mexican states.  
-There was also the indigenous peoples of the northern sierra highlands of Zacapoaxtla, Tetela, Xochiapulco, and other Nahuas.  
-It was the first time the country came together as an independent nation fighting for sovereignty.  
-Before battle Gen. Zaragoza told them simply: “Our enemies may be the world’s best soldiers, but you are the best sons of Mexico, and they want 
to seize our country from you. Today, you are going to fight for a sacred objective; you are going to fight for the motherland and I promise that this 
day we shall triumph in a day of eternal renown. I see victory in your faces. Let us have faith! ¡Viva la independencia nacional! ¡Viva México!” 
The soldiers enthusiastically echoed the call.



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jV7Jwi_pg-03Ztex-fTVoZmtFt2lI0iw/view


http://drive.google.com/file/d/14r3AG9o0pk2_DRXSQLhIsXZjbwpO2Uau/view


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1OZTGP6H1v8L8EbR_iWpLSMe09nKxhsWx/view


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1-oz59nLFEvDqXdSBMpw9jHjCU003U43V/view


The French Society of Remembrance 
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